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one of the least of these, you did not do for me.
6 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the

At the end of his ministry, Jesus started teaching extensively about the : o
righteous to eternal life.

events that would bring to an end the world as we know it. Then, in the
middle of that, he shifts his focus to discussing the Sheep and the Goats.

The Sheep represent the

The Goats represent the

Matthew 25: 31-46 The Sheep and the Goats

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. * All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. **
He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

% “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the world. ** For | was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, *° |
needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

3" “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to
drink? * When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? ** When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’

0 «“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

“1 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels. * For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, ** | was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe
me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

Surprising elements for today from Matthew 25:

l. We are judged by our and not our

Matt. 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's
glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person
according to what he has done.”

John 5:28-29 ““Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when
all who are in their graves will hear his voice ?° and come out—
those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have
done evil will rise to be condemned.”

Rom. 2:6 “God will give to each person according to what he has
done.”

2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

Will Christ find evidence of genuine fruit, genuine concern for the

least when he looks at the fruit in your life?
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1. What we do to the

we do to

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you
sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

Who are the least?

Il. The transforming power of the Gospel



