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GOD SPEAKS: Finally, in the ninth year of King Hoshea’s reign, Samaria fell, and the
Worship Only God people of Israel were exiled to Assyria. They were settled in colonies in
Il Kings 17:1-15 Halah, along the banks of the Habor River in Gozan, and in the cities of
) the Medes. |[v. 6]

NORTHERN KINGDOM

Sa
1M"'u_1mu Kings of lsrael
Ahaiy
David B74-353 -
1010-870 =
Saol Hoshaa E
970-930 TS e
% This disaster came upon the people of Israel because they worshipped
= A J 1 other gods. They sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought
them safely out of Egypt and had rescued them from the power of
ok U Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. [v. 7]
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Hoshea son of Elah began to rule over Israel in the twelfth year of King
Ahaz’s reign in Judah. He reigned in Samaria nine years. [v.1]

They had followed the practices of the pagan nations the Lord had driven
from the land ahead of them, as well as the practices the kings of Israel
had introduced. [v. 8]

He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, but not to the same extend at the
kings of Israel who ruled before him. [v. 2]

King Shalmaneser of Assyria attacked King Hoshea, so Hoshea was
forced to pay heavy tribute to Assyria. [v. 3]

But Hoshea stopped paying the annual tribute and conspired against the
king of Assyria by asking King So of Egypt to help him shake free of
Assyria’s power. When the king of Assyria discovered this treachery, he
seized Hoshea and put him in prison. [v. 4]

The people of Israel had also secretly done many things that were not
pleasing to the Lord their God. [v. 9]

Then the king of Assyria invaded the entire land, and for three years he
besieged the city of Samaria. [v. 5]
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Again and again the Lord had sent his prophets and seers to warn both
Israel and Judah: ‘Turn from all your evil ways. Obey my commands and
decrees — the entire law that | commanded your ancestors to obey, and
that | gave you through my servants the prophets. [v. 13]

But the Israelites would not listen. They were as stubborn as their
ancestors who had refused to believe in the Lord their God.

They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their
ancestors, and they despised all his warnings. [vv. 14-15]

They worshiped worthless idols, so they became worthless themselves.
[v. 15a]

They followed the example of the nations around them, disobeying the
Lord’'s command not to imitate them. [v. 15b]

Romans 1:18-32

18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people
who suppress the truth by their wickedness. *® They know the truth about
God because he has made it obvious to them. ?° For ever since the world
was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything
God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.

L yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even
give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God
was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. % Claiming
to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 2 And instead of worshiping
the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere
people and birds and animals and reptiles.

4 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts
desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s
bodies. ° They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped
and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is
worthy of eternal praise! Amen. ?® That is why God abandoned them to
their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural way
to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. ? And the men,
instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust
for each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result
of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved.

%8 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them
to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done.
# Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate,
envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. *
They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful.
They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents. ** They
refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no
mercy. 32 They know God'’s justice requires that those who do these
things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they
encourage others to do them, too.



